

















NUMBER XCV. 





By 4 DAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 








TuursbDAy, Oéfober the 24th, 1754. 





—— Medio tutiffimus ibis. Ovip. 


Jo Mr. Fitrz-Avamo. 






RS GD Hi E golden mean, or middle track 





Sansa e aru, of life, has always been efteemed 
pnee Te ee the beft, becaufe it is the happieft : 
ira.) sie and I believe, upon enquiry, it will 
(Nz CORRES be found to be the happieft, becaufe 
NLS IS IPR: 

WAS 3 the people {fo fituated are the wifeft 


part of mankind ; and being the wifeft, are beft able to 
fubdue thofe turbulent paflions which are the greateft 
enemies to happinefs. 


Bur 
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But has not a man of the firft rank and fortune a 


greater opportunity, in proportion to that fortune, to 


acquire knowledge, than a’man in middling circamftin- 
ces? Moft certainly he has; and I make no doubt but 
that perfons of the firft quality would be perfons of the 
firft underftanding, if it was not for one véry material 
obftacle, I mean FAsHION. There are no two charac- 
ters fo entirely incompatible as a man of fenfe and a 
man of fafhion. A man of fafhion muft devote his 
whole time to the fafhionable pleafures: among. the 
firft of thefe may be reckoned gaming, in the purfuit 
of which we cannot allow him lefs than-a third part 
of the twenty four hours ; and the other fixteen (allow- 
ing for a little fleep) are to be fpent in amufements 
perhaps lefs vicious, but not more profitable. 

I wou_p not here be underftood to mean, that every 
man of quality is a man of fafhion; on the contrary, I 
know of feveral whofe titles ferve to make their merits 
more confpicuous; but I cannot help obferving that 
the noble lord who holds the firft place amongift the 
men of wit and genius, has not been known ‘to alter 
the cock of his little hat for above thefe twenty years. 

Ir we confider the loweft clafs of life but for a mo- 
ment, we fhall not be at a lofs to account for their ig- 
norance. They have little more time from their la- 
bour than what is neceflary for refrefhment. ‘They 
work to fupply their own neceffitics, and the luxurie, 
of the great. Let us examine now how far thefe two 
extremes of life refemble each other in their recreations 
and diverfions. John Slaughter, the butcher, trots his 
goofe-rumped mare twelve miles within the hour for 
twenty guineas. My lord rides his own horfe a match 


for five hundred. Two bricklayer’s labourers play at 


all-fours 
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all-fours in an alehoufe on a Saturday night for their 
week's wages. His grace and count Baflet are doing 
the fame thing at Wuite’s for all they are worth in 
the world. My lord, having been unfortunate in an 
amour, fends to the doétor at Whitehall. Tom Errand, 
in the fame dilemma, runs away to the licentiate upon 
Ludgate-hill. In their tafte too they are the fame. It 
is common in our theatres for the plaudit to come at 
one and the fame time from the boxes and the upper 
gallery... In their plurality of wives and miftrefles, in 
their. non-obfervance of religious ceremonies, and in 
many other particulars, which I fhall forbear to mention, 
they feem entirely to agree. 

For my own part, I imbibed early the love of me- 
diocrity ; and I find it growing upon me, as I encreafe 
‘in years: infomuch that my difcourfe, let the fubject 
be what it will, is generally tinctured with it. Nay, 
I am even afraid, Mr. Fitz-Adam, when [tell you 
fome little anecdotes of my life, that you will accufe 
me of running into the EXTREME, by adhering too 
clofely and circumftantially to the mMepium. For ex- 
ample. I gave more for my chambers than I need to 
have done, becaufe I would have them in the Middle 
Temple, a fituation very agreeable to me, as lying in 
the midway between the city and the court. I have 
never thought myfelf fo happy at the playhoufe, fince 
Burton’s box was taken down, though I always fit 
in the center of the middle gallery. And to tell you 
the truth, I have often wifhed myfelf fhortcr, becaufe 
I am fomewhat above the middle ftature. 

Tuis particular way of thinking very frequently fub- 
jects me to little rudeneffes and affronts. “Tt was but 
t’other night that a young gentleman of our inn, who 


afpires 
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afpires at being lord chancellor, withed me in the mid- 
dle of a horfe-pond, for dwelling, perhaps, a little too 
long on the happinefs of a middle ftate ; and it isno new 
thing to me at Nando’s, to overhear the finarts, at my 
entrance into that coffee-houfe, crying out, ‘‘ here comes 
“© old MEDIUM”. 

Tuesr, Mr. Fitz-Adam, are difagreeable things ; but 
then I have the felf-fatisfaction of knowing that [ am in 
the right. But I trefpafs on your patience, and befides, 
have made my letter longer than I intended: I hall 
therefore conclude abruptly with that excellent with of 


Agur’s “© Give me neither poverty nor riches.” 


Iam, Ge. 


By way of fupplement to the above, and to illuftrate 
by example the abfurdity of running into extremes, I 
fhall prefent my readers with another letter, which I 


received fome time ago from a female correfpondent. 


Mr. Fitz-Apam, 


Iam an humble coufin to two fifters, who though 
they are good-humoured, good fort of people, and (all 
things confidered) behave to me tolerably well, yet their 
manners and difpofitions are fo extremely oppotite, that 
the tafk of pleafing them is rendered very difficult and 
’ eal The eldeft of my coufins is a very jolly 
ree-hearted girl, and fo great an enemy to all kinds of 
form, that you feldom fee her with fo much as a pin 
in her gown; while the youngett, who thinks in her 
heart that her fifter is no better than a sLATTERN, runs 
into the contrary extreme, and is in every thing fhe 


does, 
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does, an abfolute Fiprap, She takes up almoft as 
much time to put on a gown, as her fifter does to dirt 
one. The eldeft is too thoughtlefs to remember what 
fhe is to do, and the youngeft is fo tedious in doing it, 
that the time is always elapfed in which it was neceflary 
for it to be done. If you lend any thing to the eldeft, 
you are fure to have it loft; or if you would borrow any 
thing of the youngeft, it is odds but fhe refufes it, from 
an opinion that you will be lefs careful of it than her- 
felf. Whatever work is done by one fifter, is too 
flight to hang together for an hour’s wear; and what- 
ever is undertaken by the other, is generally too nice 
and curious to be finifhed. 

As they are conftantly bed-fellows, the firft fleep 
of the eldeft is fure to be broke by the youngeft, whofe 
ufual time of undreffing and folding up her clothes, 
is at leaft an hour and a half, allowing for a third part 
of that time for hindrances, occafioned by her elder 
fifter’s things, which lie fcattered everywhere in her 
way. 

Ir they had lovers, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I know exactly 
how it would be: the eldeft would lofe her’s by faying 
YES too foon, and the youngeft by faying No too often. 
If they were wives, the one would be too hafty to do 
any thing right, and the other too tedious to do any 
thing pleafing: or were they mothers, the daughters 
of the eldeft would be playing at taw with the boys, 
and the fons of the youngeft dreffing dolls with the 
miffes. * 

I wisn, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that you would be fo 
kind to thefe coufins of mine as to favour them with 
your advice. I have told you already that they are 

both 
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both good-humoured ; and if you could prevail upon 
the eldeft to borrow from the youngeft a little thought 
and neatnefs; and upon the youngeft to add to her 
exactnefs a little of the carelefs freedom of the eldeft, 
you would make Them very amiable women, and Me 
the happieft of all humble coufins, 





I am, 
SIR, 
Your conflant reader, 
and moft humble fervant, 


M. A. 
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